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IBIS REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH LAUNCHES INTERNATIONAL
CERVICAL BARRIER ADVANCEMENT SOCIETY

Cambridge, MA – Ibis Reproductive Health launched the Cervical Barrier Advancement Society (www.cervicalbarriers.org) today as part of an international effort to promote research on cervical barriers and raise awareness about these methods.  The Society, called CBAS, is a professional networking organization whose mission is to raise the profile of cervical barrier methods for preventing pregnancy and potentially also HIV and other sexually transmitted infections (STIs).  CBAS will be a useful resource for clinical and social science research organizations, academic and health education institutions, policy and advocacy groups, and private industries.
“Our vision is for CBAS, through its website (www.cervicalbarriers.org) and electronic newsletter, to serve as a key communication hub for individuals and organizations working on cervical barrier issues around the world.” said Katy Backes, the Executive Director of CBAS.
Cervical barriers, including diaphragms and cervical caps, have a long history as contraceptives, but few women currently use them.  New interest has arisen about the potential for these methods to protect women against HIV and other STIs.  The cervix is one of the most vulnerable parts of a woman’s reproductive anatomy, and researchers believe that covering the cervix may offer some protection against STI/HIV infection.  
Research is underway to develop more products and test cervical barriers for their ability to prevent HIV and other STIs.  For example, the Methods for Improving Reproductive Health in Africa (MIRA) study is investigating the diaphragm as a potential HIV prevention method.  As results of research efforts unfold, CBAS will provide information for public education and work to improve access to these methods.
Ibis Reproductive Health (www.ibisreproductivehealth.org) is a non-profit organization headquartered in Cambridge, Massachusetts with offices in San Francisco, California, Durham, North Carolina, and Johannesburg, South Africa.  The organization aims to improve women’s reproductive health, choices, and autonomy worldwide.  Its work includes clinical and social science research, policy analysis, and evidence-based education and advocacy. 

